
Transcribed comments from the July 2017 public comments re: MLS stadium 
 

Opposition to Use Tax Dollars to Subsidize a MLS 
Stadium  

Leslie Dwyer, 2528 Laburnum Avenue said I am here to speak tonight, not because I               
oppose soccer, because I don’t oppose soccer, but I do oppose the proposed financing plan               
for this stadium. I want to thank you for the Economic Development Committee meeting last               
week, because you asked the appropriate questions I’ve been dying to get some information              
around. Also Mayor, to your point, I think we proved on February 27, 2017 that the Latino                 
Community does know how to find your chambers, if they want to speak up in favor or against                  
something, instead tonight you have people here that are concerned about affordable            
housing. As a former financial advisor to Milwaukee, when they were building the Miller Park               
Stadium, I’m really concerned, because this is about putting a square peg in a round hole. It                 
is what makes this so confusing, and it is why I launched a website notaxesformls.com and                
when you come up with more information from Economic Development I will put it there. Also,                
keep in mind the County only has $10 million worth of work left to do on that stadium, and if                    
they did that they would be no City money involved. I’m really sad tonight, which is making                 
this harder than it was when I was just angry at the County Commission, because I fell in love                   
with Charlotte 20-years ago, because the leadership of Mr. McColl and Mr. Crutchfield was              
about leadership where public/private partnership very clearly meant that private money was            
added to public money in order to deliver a public good like housing. Look at First Ward; they                  
pulled that off, because they were committed to making Charlotte what it could be today.               
They had a vision for that. Right now you are being asked to put $30 million of tourism money                   
into this, and yeah it can be used for this, but it is already needed for commitments we have                   
for the Convention Center, Bojangles Coliseum, Ovens Auditorium; there is a list on your own               
website. The problem with that is that once we use all the tourism money for this that means                  
our existing commitments come out of the general fund, and where can the general fund be                
used? In housing, this is important and it is about privilege. Right now, we rely on low rent                  
housing from the private sector in order to meet the needs of affordable housing way too                
much. That is why you have people outside right now that are really concerned about finding                
a place to stay in the next 30-days. I want to see the private sector, the CRVA, Center City                   
Partners, and the Chamber start coming up with opportunities for the private sector to              
combine its forces with the public sector to meet a public good.  

Comment Made by a Council 
Person  

 



 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
ALL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Pro-Choice 
Charlotte  

Kelli Jordan, 13523 Quiet Stream Court said the City of Charlotte is suffering from an               
identity crisis. On one hand we say we want to promote a community where values of                
freedom and equality are prized but in actuality we ignore the pleas of help from vulnerable                
populations and keep in place policies designed to profligate a system of oppression. I’m a               
clinic escort volunteer, and I hear pleas for help from patients trying to travel to their legal                 
medical appointments who face harassment, manipulation, or intimidation. Several of you           
have said that you want to help these patients but on June 10, 2017 Love Life Charlotte once                  
again filled with Latrobe Drive with about 800 protestors. Two weeks prior, the police were               
notified by concerned citizens who volunteer with Pro-Choice Charlotte. Members notified the            
police to inquire if the required parade permit had been granted for this event and to find out                  
what kind of response CMPD was planning to keep the clinic accessible and open. Love Life                
Charlotte had not filed for the parade permit in the 30-day advance notice given to the  
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City; when the City learned of another plan for another large protest they waived the rules.                
The City reached out to Love Life Charlotte and told them to submit the parade permit                
application, and the City granted the request with only a week notice. This resulted in               
changing traffic patterns, blocked streets, an increased police presence and confusion and            
anxiety for patients. Not only did the City help anti-choice protesters apply and then award a                
parade permit outside of the specified guidelines, but the City, by their own admission,              
awards 80% of amplified sound permits to the anti-choice protesters. This is far from              
equitable yet the City has stated that they will not review the process of how the sound                 
permits are awarded. CMPD pledges to keep its citizens safe yet the City continues to               
promote an environment where tensions increase weekly. Last week clinic defenders were            
assaulted by cognitively impaired man after employees of the Crisis Pregnancy Center spoke             
to the man and riled him up. Just today a patient reported that these same employees threw                 



replica fetus models at their cars as they traveled to their appointment. The Opportunity Task               
Force executive summary states access to reproductive health information and care is            
playing an important role in the stability of a family. Unintended pregnancy has the capacity to                
take a young woman or man off track from his or her educational employment plans,               
prompting researchers to agree that the path to reducing intergenerational poverty includes            
encouraging all young people regardless of background to delay parenthood until ready. In a              
City with the least upper mobility, this should be an important piece of research to focus on,                 
but our state has cut the budget of dozens of programs that aim to educate teens about                 
reproductive health and contraception and has given that money to Crisis Pregnancy Centers             
who are religiously backed organizations made to look like medical facilities but do not              
practice medicine, use medical facts or standard identities.  

Support Using Tourism Funds to Attract MLS Soccer to 
Charlotte  

Jesse Newsom, 2718 Springs Drive said I live in Ed Driggs’ District, and I’m here to thank                 
the City Council and the Economic Development Committee for exploring the soccer            
opportunity to see whether using tourism dollars to chip in for a stadium would be the best                 
use of those dollars; I think it would. I listened to some of the testimony or your meeting last                   
Thursday, and I wanted to respond to two of the questions, one relating to the location and                 
one relating to the competitive situation. Ten years ago, if Charlotte had gone to Major               
League Soccer and said we have an owner, we have a stadium plan, MLS would have let us                  
in right away as they did for five or six other cities. We could have proposed a new stadium at                    
Eastland Mall but no longer. Now that there is a lot of interest from many other cities, the                  
opportunity has driven MLS to structure this as a competition. They set the timeline, and they                
score the bids. If we don’t compete one of the other cities is going to get something that we                   
don’t have and maybe to attract the next big employer, we are going to have to sweeten our                  
incentives a little bit, and it is a pay one now versus pay many times later kind of situation.                   
Unlike building an art museum or a zoo or something, which you can do on your own                 
timetable, the League sets a timing here, so we have to bid our best. We have to bid our best                    
site and that best site is Memorial Stadium, and frankly our old friend could use a little help.                  
The American Legion has spoken in favor of a respectful stadium renovation for soccer at the                
last two County input events over the past year. So, picture this; this is part of my vision, a                   
stadium design that incorporates an actual memorial on the ground, something it doesn’t             
have right now. Maybe a big granite block that says something like To Honor The Soldiers of                 
the American Legion from Mecklenburg County; something that is accessible and not locked             
up 24/7, something that becomes a focal point for City patriotic displays such as on Veterans                
Day. I picture a dignified deconstruction ceremony, maybe even with a Color Guard where              
the rocks of the rock wall are carefully set aside until they are restored back into the stadium                  



bowl during construction. I would like to end up with a memorial and a stadium, something                
that we can be proud of, something where I can take my father who served in the Navy and                   
show him and say this is what Charlotte thinks of its veterans.  

As to the competitive situation it is like this; MLS is going to put one team in the southeast, so                    
our competition is Nashville and Raleigh. So, if we can’t come in first compared to Nashville                
and Raleigh then we are going to be shut out. The thing is they are fast growing too, and they                    
also struggle with housing, traffic, schools and everything that we do, so if they win what they                 
means is they are finding a way to make it work and we aren’t. Thank you, I hope we can get                     
soccer here.  
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Police Brutality on Black Men in 
Charlotte  

Anthony Abraham, Sr., 9813 Gorthwood Row said what I am here tonight for is I’m for                
justice for Mr. Keith Lamont Scott. Mr. Mitchell, I told you I had pictures. I don’t know if I could                    
show the pictures or not but, I have a problem with this picture in particular. I have a picture                   
here of a uniformed Police Officer shooting Mr. Scott in his back and this is no game we are                   
playing here. Mitchell, I told you I was going to bring these pictures and they are here tonight.                  
I’ve got Sergeant Pendergraph holding a gun over there, and it is a 380 right here. We can’t                  
let our officers come to the scene with murder weapons. When we start doing this, this is                 
homicide; he was shot in the back several times, and on these pictures I want to show it to                   
the Board if I can. Pass it around. On those pictures what it is going to show you is murder,                    
first degree. I don’t why Chief Putney said what he said about there was no book on the                  
scene, and I don’t know why the DA Andrew Murray said you couldn’t see his hands. On                 
those pictures I just handed you, you can see his hands, you could see his right hand and his                   
left hand and his ankle bracelet and what the DA said was a holster. You are going to a                   
convenience store and show a man wearing a holster and his leg was covered up with his                 
holster, but now I’ve got a picture right there where I’m showing you where his holster was                 
already rolled up over his ankle when he got back to the scene. That lets you know if he didn’t                    
have a gun when he was shot that was murder one, and Chief Putney knows that and I’m                  



asking for his resignation tonight, and Andrew Murray. I’ve already sent him to the State Bar.                
This is not a game with me; I don’t sleep at night. My name is Anthony Antonio Abraham, Sr.                   
this is worse than any tears. What I’ve discovered was murder; Vinson ain’t shot nobody.               
Okay so why we got Vinson on trial and Hostutler, I would like for his body cam here goes                   
your murderer right here, Uniform Cop. I want you all to subpoena the body cam of his officer                  
in front of this Board, and you will see homicide. Another thing I want to do is this police car                    
right here, 744 got a dash cam video that is seeing murder that the Chief is covering up. Now                   
you all sitting back there in your white uniforms, but I got a couple of those pictures with the                   
white uniform also there watching Mr. Scott get shot in his back. This is the picture I took of                   
Mr. Pendergraph, the one that I just showed right here. This is him clearly with a gun in his                   
hand at the murder scene. You cannot bring a gun to the murder scene, and this officer right                  
here it was first degree murder and I’m not to sleep Jennifer Roberts until one of your officers                  
need to be held responsible for killing Keith Lamont Scott.  

North Carolina Military Veterans’ Hall of 
Fame  

David Broadie, 13132 Purple Dawn Drive said it is an honor and a privilege to stand here                 
before you this evening as a founder and CEO of the North Carolina Military Veterans’ Hall of                 
Fame. It is believed that we lost our last World War I American Veteran in 2011. May they all                   
rest in peace and know that they left behind a grateful nation, state, county, city, and                
community. We open our arms and our hearts in welcoming them home; they do not all come                 
home alive. They do not all come home whole; many are not yet home. The abnormality of                 
their sacrifice is beyond compare. Professional athletes get paid millions of dollars to perform              
at a high level and when their career is over some of them get selected to be in their Hall of                     
Fame of their respectful sports. By being inducted into their Hall of Fame, it allows their                
accomplishments, stories, legacies to live beyond their demise. Joe Fazaro, reporter major            
league baseball July 12, 2017, the American League picked up his fifth straight all-star game               
win Tuesday thanks to Robertson Canno 10th ending home-run. Canno hit the first extra              
ending home-run in an all-star game in 50-years. This was a story seen and heard around the                 
world by millions of viewers, but the most important comment comes next. Canno built upon               
his own legacy with a home-run of Wade Davis that lifted the American League to a two to                  
one lead over the National League. For veterans of our arm forces, our playing field may be                 
different and our opponent a much greater threat; we’ve built monuments to signify the              
greatness of our nation, but we owe these men and women more than what we could ever                 
repay, but we start by saying thank you, and we start by creating a facility to honor them for                   
their sacrifice. The North Carolina Military Veterans’ Hall of Fame is primarily to honor and               
recognize the valor achievement and service of our beloved state’s proud veterans. We shall              
educate and aspire our state’s youth and communities to humbly appreciate the true sacrifice              



of American freedoms throughout their lives. After doing research, it was discovered that             
there were Military Veterans’ Hall of Fames in several other states and North Carolina was               
not one of the states. Currently, there are 19 Medal of Honor recipients accredited to the                
State of North Carolina and 14 Medal of Honor recipients that were born in North Carolina but                 
have moved or enlisted to another state; therefore they still  
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have ties to this State. On August 3, 2017 we will make history by opening the doors to the 
North Carolina Military Veterans’ Hall of Fame.  

Sebastian Feculak, 3232 Williams Station Road, Matthews said I did want to thank the              
City Council for opening up the floor again for the public. I’m here actually for two specific                 
issues; I first wanted to applaud our City Councilwoman Dimple Ajmera for standing up for               
values of equity and unity. It is important to remind the Charlotte community that no matter                
whether you are an immigrant, black or brown, LGBT plus or whoever, you are welcome here                
no matter what. We have to recognize our politics are not some theatrics to stage support for                 
xenophobia or racism or sexism. We’ve all heard these comments coming from the current              
President Trump, and if the Republican Party won’t hold him accountable I’m glad that our               
leaders and that we as voters will hold him accountable, and we won’t support those sorts of                 
values during the election this year or any other year.  

The next issue I want to mention in solidarity with the families that have received a 30-day                 
notice in NoDa for eviction. These are 13 families, and they have about three weeks left to                 
find new housing, and as City leaders I request that you immediately intervene in this               
situation. There is very little time left for these folks to find new homes; it is very expensive                  
now to live in different parts of the City, and I ask that you have resources to do something to                    
do something about this to step in. You can call the developer and ask them to put a hold on                    
the project, give them more time, use the general funds available to create some sort of fund                 
to support these families. Help them with moving costs or whatever needs to be done just to                 
intervene. We know we have resources to do something about it whether it is to get them                 
more housing as well. Of course it is an election year and a lot of folks are watching the                   
meeting here and we are looking how do our leaders act in dire times? We are asking you to                   
please act, because we want to see what our leaders are capable of if we are planning to                  
vote for you during this election so please do something about this situation. Also please look                



for the families of Farm Pond Lane to the burnt apartment complex; are they still  
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homeless and what kind of options do they have. We can’t just be talking about and holding                 
some sort of cookouts and things like that and giving them food; that is not enough. We need                  
to find them housing too. Finally I do want to mention considering the number of issues we                 
have discussed here today from housing to the pro-choice activist, to the MLS Stadium, and               
hopefully next time we can possibly use a room that is much bigger, open it up to more                  
individuals to be present here.  

Opposition to Trump Ideology Dictating Charlotte City 
Policy  

Ray McKinnon, 5720 Brookfield Pointe Drive said I want to echo Sabastian’s concerns,             
considering that this is the only opportunity to hear from the public. I hope we can move back,                  
even if you don’t televise it to where half the room isn’t taken up by staff so that the public                    
don’t have to sit in another room.  

I want to come here and talk about Charlotte values. Courage is a Charlotte value; standing                
up for people who are counted out is a Charlotte value. Xenophobia is not a Charlotte value.                 
Leaving folks out is not a Charlotte value. Demeaning and putting aside women is not a                
Charlotte value. I am always happy to stand with people who have courage; I am always                
happy to stand with people who have conviction and some might say that a person misspoke                
when they said that people who support this President and his hate and his vitriol misspoke                
or did not speak well. I say good on them, because anybody who has the courage to look in                   
the face of this President and say you don’t speak for us and call on leaders in this                  
community to do that. Folk who were very quick to stand up and speak up against a woman                  
who had courage and say that she shouldn’t have said something, but I notice that they were                 
very quiet when the same group that they riled up started speaking hateful and xenophobic               
and sexist comments to the same person. You can’t be a person who is ready to speak up                  
against a woman who has courage, but you are so quiet in the face of your President, our                  
President who does not represent our values. Last November, the majority of Charlotteans             
said we do not accept President Trump and his hate and his xenophobia. What we need are                 
people who have courage, courage to say that yes we are a City that is pro-choice and week                  



after week and month after month Pro-Choice Charlotte has had to come in here and say                
please do something. It is time not for telling us what you can’t do. We need for you to tell us                     
what you can do. For months, Pro-Choice Charlotte has come in here and asked for help and                 
every month they are having to come in here because people are blocking the entrance. We                
have people outside these doors now who don’t have housing, because we haven’t figured              
out a solution to affordable housing and we are counting on slum lords to get people who                 
need housing. I love people who have courage and tell us what they can do; it is time out for                    
what you can’t do Charlotte City Council. We are happy to stand always with people who                
have courage; we are happy to stand always with people who know that even if you stand                 
alone with a shaking voice it is always right to do right.  

Charlotte’s Increase in Crime and 
Violations  

Mark Fontanilla, 2555 West MLK Boulevard, Unit 2402 said this is wonderful that you have               
this forum within Charlotte. I’ve been here for about six and a half years, and I’ve seen a                  
couple of great things over the time that I’ve been here but also some disturbing trends, and                 
one I want to bring up today is the increase in the crime rate I’ve seen and you have seen it                     
also over the past six and a half years. I like numbers so a couple of numbers I would like to                     
bring up, according to neighborhoodscout.com, which is a public website in the United States;              
one in 260 is the odds of a violent crime as of 2015. That is a national average. Now, if you                     
look at Charlotte where Charlotte fits in there it is one in 144 relative to one in 260 nationwide.                   
Now, let’s compare that to other big cities; the three largest cities, New York City, Los                
Angeles, and Chicago odds of violent crime as of 2015 one in 173 for New York City; one in                   
155 for Los Angeles, California and one in 110 for Chicago. Again, Charlotte one in 144 and                 
that is in 2015. If we extrapolate that to today where we have, according to CMPD crime rates                  
that are, especially violent crime rates across burglary, rape, assault, battery, almost every             
matrix in these indexes are up year over year and above the five-year national average. I                
think this is empirically and subjectively in what we are seeing in the press and what we are                  
noticing as citizens. We see this crime rate accelerating relative to other big cities and other                
cities of similar size across the county, it looks like we are outpacing that rate of crime. I have                   
talked to a couple of people in public service in the City and two statements stand out. The                  
first one it is going to get worse before it gets better and second it is probably  
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just a bunch of people making trouble, which disturbs me a little bit because instead of                
thinking about things like a previous speaker spoke and said instead of trying to figure out                
how not to do something, why don’t we try and figure out how to do something. In other                  
words how do we figure out how to make this better? Again, the largest city in the County,                  
New York City has its crime rate drop over the past five-years or so with different techniques,                 
and I think that Charlotte can utilize some of those techniques because again how it is going                 
to get better after it gets worse.  

In Support of Residents of Twin Oaks Apartments in NoDa  

Braxton Winston, 1401 Anderson Street said I am a candidate for Charlotte City Council              
At-Large but I am speaking to you tonight as a resident of the zip code of 28205 as a                   
homeowner in that area. I moved to that place in 2005, when I was still a student at Davidson                   
College. It was not NoDa at that point in time; it was just North Charlotte or East Charlotte,                  
depending on who you asked. I’ve seen over and over again as my neighbors have been                
displaced. I recently was given an ultimatum by my former landlord that he was going to sell,                 
and I was either going to have to move or figure out how to buy. Luckily, I was able to                    
leverage my social capital with my family and figure out a way to make this happen. It was                  
very, very, very difficult, but today my neighbors in the Twin Oaks Apartments on East 36th                
Street are not faced with the realities that I’m faced with. So, I’m asking my Councilwomen                
Patsy Kinsey and my At-Large members; I have neighbors that need help. We use buzz               
words like inequities, development, ones that I use and believe in. Now is the time to really                 
operate in the spirit of the Opportunity Task Force and figure out, how do we leverage                
political capitals or financial capitals or social capitals within the communities to provide             
options for these folks that just want to be part of the community? They understand what is                 
going on; they are not asking for handout; they are not asking for the growth to stop; they are                   
asking for time. They are asking for help to remain in some sense a part of the community.                  
When we went over there yesterday I had a guy say there are apartments in a different                 
county; if we are displacing people outside of our county is that really development. If certain                
people get an economic windfall, but we have to deal with people that are out on the streets                  
whose is really developed? Is it Charlotte or is it an individual? I’m really up here pleading for                  
my neighbors; pleases figure out a way to step in and bring our resources together. There are                 
options here; there is something we can do. I don’t have all the answers; nobody has all the                  
answers, but if we do the work, use a bit of common sense and use our resources we can                   
insure that 13 to 18 families won’t be out on the street.  

 



Concern Regarding Neighbors on 36th 
Street  

Molly Barker, 3224 Wesley Avenue said I did not prepare any remarks, because I didn’t               
expect to get up here, so I’m going to do what I do which is speak from the heart. I live in zip                       
code 28205; I live directly next door to Twin Oaks, and Sharon is my neighbor. I was out                  
walking the dog, met Puddin who lives over there. I’ve met Ben; I’ve met Sharon. I’ve met                 
Sunshine and these are my neighbors. When I saw on the news that my neighbors were                
being kicked out without the honor of being part of that process with only given 30-days and                 
$500, I walked over, and I knocked on Sharon’s door. We gathered up a group of us; there                  
were some of us from outside the community and some within, and we got underneath the                
oak tree, and we asked what do you need? What do you want, and what did you say?  

Sharon said we asked for more time and help, no more money because the people over                
there are all disabled and the people that bought the property from us they sent us a list of                   
apartments but they are all waiting lists, so it is really hard right now. I’m speaking up for                  
them and myself so if you can help us we will be real grateful and appreciative.  

Ms. Barker said I also want to thank a couple of people that have been a part of kind of                    
developing this relationship, because this is just the tip of the iceberg. This is just a very small                  
community of 18 people; there are hundreds of people that are dealing with this, and I think                 
part of the issue is we don’t know them. We don’t know each other anymore. I want to thank                   
Bobby Drakeford; he is here and he is representing the Shea Group, the builders, and he has                 
taken the time thanks to Patsy Kinsey to recreate something more positive and is supporting               
these people in a way that wasn’t original set. He is giving them more time, and so I guess                   
my plea to all of us is there is an amazing opportunity for corporations, companies, people                
just like me that live in the neighborhood, and you, this is time finally that we’ve got to  
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work together, because this is the Charlotte that we are. It is not the one that I loved; it is the                     
one that I love, so I thank you all so much. I’m going to be around for a while, and if you                      
would like to just be a part of this as a human being, not representing the organization you                  
represent or the position you hold but as a human being that cares about other human beings                 



please come fine me and let’s do something.  


